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163.4 Record retention period. 
163.5 Methods for storage of records. 
163.6 Production and examination of entry 

and other records and witnesses; pen-
alties. 

163.7 Summons. 
163.8 Third-party recordkeeper summons. 
163.9 Enforcement of summons. 
163.10 Failure to comply with court order; 

penalties. 
163.11 Compliance assessment and other 

audit procedures. 
163.12 Recordkeeping Compliance Program. 
163.13 Denial and removal of program cer-

tification; appeal procedures. 

APPENDIX TO PART 163—INTERIM (a)(1)(A) 
LIST 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 19 U.S.C. 66, 1484, 
1508, 1509, 1510, 1624. 

SOURCE: T.D. 98–56, 63 FR 32946, June 16, 
1998, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 163.0 Scope. 
This part sets forth the record-

keeping requirements and procedures 
governing the maintenance, produc-
tion, inspection, and examination of 
records. It also sets forth the proce-
dures governing the examination of 
persons in connection with any inves-
tigation or compliance assessment, 
audit or other inquiry conducted for 
the purposes of ascertaining the cor-
rectness of any entry, for determining 
the liability of any person for duties, 
fees and taxes due or that may be due, 
for determining liability for fines, pen-
alties and forfeitures, or for ensuring 
compliance with the laws and regula-
tions administered or enforced by Cus-
toms. Additional provisions concerning 
records maintenance and examination 
applicable to U.S. importers, exporters, 
and producers under the United States- 
Canada Free Trade Agreement and the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
are contained in parts 10 and 181 of this 
chapter, respectively. 

§ 163.1 Definitions. 
When used in this part, the following 

terms shall have the meaning indi-
cated: 

(a) Records—(1) In general. The term 
‘‘records’’ means any information made 
or normally kept in the ordinary 
course of business that pertains to any 
activity listed in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section. The term includes any in-
formation required for the entry of 

merchandise (the (a)(1)(A) list) and 
other information pertaining to, or 
from which is derived, any information 
element set forth in a collection of in-
formation required by the Tariff Act of 
1930, as amended, in connection with 
any activity listed in paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section. The term includes, but 
is not limited to, the following: State-
ments; declarations; documents; elec-
tronically generated or machine read-
able data; electronically stored or 
transmitted information or data; 
books; papers; correspondence; ac-
counts; financial accounting data; 
technical data; computer programs 
necessary to retrieve information in a 
usable form; and entry records (con-
tained in the (a)(1)(A) list). 

(2) Activities. The following are activi-
ties for purposes of paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section: 

(i) Any importation, declaration or 
entry; 

(ii) The transportation or storage of 
merchandise carried or held under bond 
into or from the customs territory of 
the United States; 

(iii) The filing of a drawback claim; 
(iv) The completion and signature of 

a NAFTA Certificate of Origin pursu-
ant to § 181.11(b) of this chapter; 

(v) The collection, or payment to 
Customs, of duties, fees and taxes; or 

(vi) The completion and signature of 
a Chile FTA certification of origin and 
any other supporting documentation 
pursuant to the United States-Chile 
Free Trade Agreement. 

(vii) The maintenance of any docu-
mentation that the importer may have 
in support of a claim for preferential 
tariff treatment under the United 
States-Singapore Free Trade Agree-
ment (SFTA), including a SFTA im-
porter’s supporting statement if pre-
viously required by the port director. 

(viii) The maintenance of any docu-
mentation that the importer may have 
in support of a claim for preferential 
tariff treatment under the United 
States-Jordan Free Trade Agreement 
(US–JFTA), including a US–JFTA dec-
laration. 

(ix) The maintenance of any docu-
mentation that the importer may have 
in support of a claim for preferential 
tariff treatment under the United 
States-Morocco Free Trade Agreement 
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